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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 8/18/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 6-18 and 20-27 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 12-15, 16-18 and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Takahashi et al. (US 20020056099 A1). 

Regarding claim 12, Takahashi discloses a method of operating a video system that 
receives video data that includes a plurality of premium contents (promotion program and 
ordinary programs - see 0038, 0053, 0057, 0058), the method comprising: 
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creating a viewer profile representing viewing preferences of a viewer (see 0089); 

identifying premium content (ordinary program) from the plurality of premium contents 
consistent with the viewer profile (see 0088, 0089); 

locally storing the identified premium content from the plurality of premium contents 
(memory 34 and memory 36 locally store video signal and audio signal of ordinary program - 
see 0062, 0065); 

selecting a promotion content (motion images as promotion program) associated with 
the identified, locally stored premium content (ordinary program) (see 0083, 0084, 0090); 

storing the selected promotion content on a local storage device (70); and 

retrieving the selected promotion content from the local storage device (see 0094, 0095) 
and displaying the selected promotion content to entice the viewer to watch the identified, locally 
stored premium content (ordinary program) (for instance, a detailed screen as the motion 
image-annexed EPG in which the motion images produced as the promotion program are 
disposed beside the guide text as shown in figure 7. That is, the promotion program information 
included motion image is displayed to entice the viewer to watch ordinary program "ROUND 
MIDNIGHT" - see 0095, 0098 and figure 7). 

Regarding claim 13, Takahashi teaches that the selected promotion content occurs upon 
determined that the viewer is watching video data displayed on a video display (viewing history 
or viewing habit) (see figure 7 and 0089). 

Regarding claim 14, Takahashi teaches displaying the identified, locally stored premium 
content (ordinary program) corresponding to the displayed selected promotion content 
(promotion program) upon the viewer selecting the displayed selected promotion content (for 
instance, the user selects a program on the program selecting screen displaying a promotion 
program information - see figure 7; 0062, 0065 and 0098). 
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Regarding claim 15, Takahashi teaches creating a plurality of viewer profiles, each 
viewer profile representing viewing preferences of a viewer and including at least one preferred 
promotion content selected in accordance with the viewing preferences of the viewer (see 0088- 
0089). 

Regarding claim 16, Takahashi teaches selecting a viewer profile from the plurality of 
viewer profiles upon which viewer is likely to watch at a given day and time using the viewing 
preferences (for instance, based on viewing history from a viewer profile to select a promotion 
program to be watched at a given day and time, e.g., October 24 and 21:00-23:00 - see figure 
7; 0088-0089). 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, Takahashi teaches that the plurality of premium contents 
received from the headend includes a plurality of conditional access video contents provided 
through a pay-per-view service (PPV program) (see 0041). 

Regarding claim 20, Takahashi teaches scrambling the at least one conditional access 
video content (scrambling a program) prior to locally storing it (see 0054, 0059). 

Regarding claims 21 and 22, Takahashi teaches descrambling the scrambled program 
upon fulfillment of a condition for access or payment of a fee (see 0059 and 0041). 

Regarding claim 23, Takahashi teaches that the promotion module causes display of the 
selected at least one preferred promotion content as a video clip (see figure 7). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1-4, 6, 10, 11 and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Takahashi et al. (US 20020056099 A1) in view of Corvin et al. (US 
20010029610 A1). 

Regarding claim 1, Takahashi discloses a video system, comprising: 

an input port (4 - see figures 1 & 4) configured to receive video data from a headend (1 
- see figure 1), the video data including a plurality of premium contents (promotion program and 
ordinary programs) (see 0038, 0053, 0057, 0058); 

an output port (37- see figure 4) configured to couple to a video display (7 - see figure 1) 
for displaying video data selected by a viewer (see 0039, 0063); 

a preference engine (68 - see figure 5) configured to track viewer selections of the video 
data and to create a viewer profile representing viewing preferences of a viewer (see 0089); 

a storage device (34 and 36) configured to locally store premium content from the 
plurality of premium contents (memory 34 and memory 36 locally store video signal and audio 
signal of ordinary program - see 0062, 0065); 

a local storage device (68, 70 - see figure 5); and 

a promotion module (69 - see figure 5) coupled to the preference engine and the output 
port, the promotion module (69) responsive to the viewer profile to select one of the promotion 
content (motion images as promotion program) from the plurality of premium contents, to cause 
the selected at least one preferred promotion content to be stored on the local storage device 
(i.e., 70) (see 0083, 0084, 0090), and to cause the selected at least one preferred promotion 
content to be retrieved from the local storage device (see 0094, 0095) and displayed to entice 
the viewer to watch the locally stored premium content (ordinary program) associated with the 
selected at least one preferred promotion content (motion images as promotion program) (for 
instance, a detailed screen as the motion image-annexed EPG in which the motion images 
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produced as the promotion program are disposed beside the guide text as shown in figure 7. 
That is, the promotion program information included motion image is displayed to entice the 
viewer to watch ordinary program "ROUND MIDNIGHT' - see 0095, 0098 and figure 7). 

Takahashi does not teach storing the premium content (ordinary program) in a personal 
video recorder. However, Corvin teaches recording a program in a storage unit such as a VCR 
located locally at or near a user's television viewing equipment (see 0038-0039). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Takahashi by storing a program in a VCR located locally at or near a 
user's television viewing equipment as taught by Corvin in order to allow the user to control 
playback of the stored program locally. 

Regadring claim 2, the combined system of Takahashi and Corvin comprises a set-top 
box configured to receive video data (Takahashi: within receiver 5 - see figures 1 & 4; Corvin: 
see 0035). 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, Takahashi teaches that the plurality of premium contents 
received from the headend includes a plurality of conditional access video contents provided 
through a pay-per-view service (PPV program) (see 0041). 

Regarding claim 6, Takahashi teaches that the promotion module causes display of the 
selected at least one preferred promotion content as a video clip (see figure 7). 

Regarding claim 10, Takahashi teaches that the promotion module is configured to 
cause a plurality of sets of data to be stored on the on the local storage device (68 & 70), each 
set of data including a viewer profile and at least one preferred promotion content associated 
with the viewer profile (see 0088-0089). 

Regarding claim 11, Takahashi teaches that the promotion module uses the viewer 
profiles to select a set of sets of data from the plurality of sets of data upon determining which 
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viewer is likely to watch at a given day and time (for instance, based on viewing history from the 
viewer profile to select a promotion program to be watched at a given day and time, e.g., 
October 24 and 21:00-23:00 - see figure 7; 0088-0089). 

Regarding claim 24, Takahashi as modified by Corvin teaches that the VCR comprises 
the local storage device (see Corvin: 0038). 

Regarding claims 25 and 27, Takahashi does not teach that the local storage device 
comprises a hard disk drive. However Corvin further teaches storing the selected promotion 
data in a local storage such as a disk drive (see 0039). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Takahashi by storing the selected promotion data in a local storage such as a disk drive as 
taught by Corvin to provide a removable medium for using somewhere else. 

Regarding claim 26, Takahashi does not teach storing the promotion content (promotion 
program) in a personal video recorder. However, Corvin teaches recording a promotion data in 
a storage unit such as a VCR located locally at or near a user's television viewing equipment 
(see 0038-0039). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Takahashi by storing a promotion data in a 
VCR located locally at or near a user's television viewing equipment as taught by Corvin in 
order to allow the user to control playback of the stored data locally. 

7. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takahashi 
et al. (US 20020056099 A1) in view of Corvin et al. (US 20010029610 A1) and further in view of 
Ryan (US 6,590,979 B1). 

Regarding claim 7, Takahashi teaches that a first module (at headend 1) configured to 
scramble at least one of the conditional access video contents received from the headend (see 
0041 and 0054). Takahashi and Corvin fail to teach that the personal video recorder locally 
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stores the at least scrambled conditional access video content. However, Ryan discloses that it 
is possible to record a scrambled video signal on a VCR and replay it later for descrambling 
without incurring significant extra signal degradation (see col. 3, lines 10-15). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the combined system of Takahashi and Corvin by recording a scrambled video signal on 
a VCR and replay it later for descrambling without incurring significant extra signal degradation 
as disclosed by Ryan for security purpose. 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, Takahashi teaches a second module (i.e., demux 32) 
configured to de-scramble at least one locally stored scrambled conditional access video 
content upon fulfillment of a condition for access or payment of a fee (see 0041, 0059, 0060). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Ngoc K. Vu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 261 1 
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